REAGAN DUNN
Metropolitan King County Council, District 6

Lieutenant Governor Brad Owen Speaker Frank Chopp

Washington State Senate Washington State House of Representatives
VIAFACSIMILE VIAFACSIMILE

April 11, 2005

Dear Lt. Governor Owen and Speaker Chopp:

| writeto expressmy concern over proposalsto revivethe estate tax in Washington. Restoring thistax will hurt
familiesand bus nessesthroughout our state and will ensurethat millionsmorein taxpayer dollarsbe spent
defending the L egidature’ sactionsin court.

Inaunanimousruling earlier thisyear, the Washington State Supreme Court invaidated thetax, which had been
onthebooksfor acentury. 1n 1981, votersin our state spokeloudly against thetax when they overwhel mingly
passed Initiative 402, severdly limiting thetax. The businesscommunity continuestotell usthat it suffersfroma
burdensome regulatory climate, and that if wewant our state’seconomy to grow, the burden must belifted.
Small and large businessownersalike have continuoudy and pass onately expressed their oppositionto the
death tax.

A forward-looking state isonethat encourages prosperity. The death tax doesjust the opposite. Businesses
will bedriven out of our state at atimewhen jobsarescarce. Itisincumbent upon theleadershipin Olympiato
recognizetherisk associated with reingtating thistax.

| am currently circulatingasimilar |etter for my colleaguestojoinin expressing their opinionsonthissubject. In
addition, | intend tointroduceamotion for consideration of thefull Council next Monday that conveysthe same
strong concern about restoring thistax. Thank you for your consideration.

Respecttully,

-

Reagan Dunn
Metropolitan King County Councilmember
Didrict Sx

CC: Rep. LynnKesser, House Mg ority L eader
Rep. Bruce Chandler, House Republican Leader
Senator Bill Finkbeiner, Senate Republican Leader
Senator LisaBrown, Senate Mgjority Leader
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